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District Spotlight
This fact sheet shows how San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) is 
serving its students of diverse backgrounds, based on the latest state test 
scores in English and math. It also shows the percentage of students that 
are graduating from the district, and the percentage of those graduates 
that have completed the coursework necessary to apply to a UC or CSU. 

SFUSD enrolled 53,065 students in 2016-17. African American, Latino,
and Pacific Islander students make up over one-third of students in the
district.

Children in San Francisco are enrolled in 
private school at over twice the rate of 
California as a whole, and its private K-12 
enrollment is one of the highest in the nation. 

Charter schools enroll less than 7% of public 
school students in San Francisco. These 
students are more likely to be low-income, 
African American or Latino.

White and Asian students make up half of 
SFUSD, and those groups are performing well 
above the California average. However, there 
are very large gaps in how well the district is 
doing for African American, Latino and Pacific 
Islander students. 
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Source: California Department of Education, California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, 2016-17

Source: California Department of Education, four-year cohort graduation rates and University of California/California State University (UC/CSU) eligibility requirements, 2016-17
*Note that this only includes students who graduate in the given year. It doesn’t account for students who drop out or don’t graduate on time.
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Student Enrollment in San Francisco
Number of students enrolled by school type, 2016-17
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Latino Student Spotlight
Latino students are the district’s second largest student ethnic group and make up 27% of students in SFUSD (14,328 in total). This Spotlight 
includes all of the schools in San Francisco serving at least that same percentage of Latino students, as long as that school tested at least 20 
of those students. We’ve highlighted the highest performing schools in the district meeting that criteria in green. 



 Denotes a school that had a “red” Suspension Indicator on the California State Dashboard for that subgroup of students. This means that the school has an
especially high suspension rate for that subgroup of students and/or a significant increase in that suspension rate from the previous year. 
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African American Student Spotlight
African American students make up 7% of students in SFUSD (3,938 in total). This Spotlight includes all of the schools in San 
Francisco serving at least that same percentage of African American students, as long as that school tested at least 20 of those 
students. We’ve highlighted the highest performing schools in the district meeting that criteria in green.
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Source: California Department of Education, California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, 2016-17

Source: California Department of Education, four-year cohort graduation rates and University of California/California State University (UC/CSU) eligibility requirements, 2016-17
*Note that this only includes students who graduate in the given year. It doesn’t account for students who drop out or don’t graduate on time.
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Graduation Rates and College Eligibility

SFUSD’s Statewide Performance

Although graduation rates are generally high, they don’t tell the whole story. Less than half of the African 
American, Latino, and Pacific Islander graduates in SFUSD have completed the coursework requirements 
necessary to apply to a UC or CSU. 

SFUSD performs lower than almost all other districts in California
Percentile ranking of Performance in English and Math, 2010-17*
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Source: California Department of Education, California Standards Test (CST) and the California Assessment on Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP)

*See the methodology for a detailed description of the analytical approach at http://resports.innovateschools.org.
**Performance data was not available in 2013-14 due to the change from the CST to the CAASPP.
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SFUSD Performance for low-income African American 
students in English, 2010 to 2017

SFUSD Performance for low-income Latino students
in English, 2010 to 2017
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SFUSD Performance in Comparison to Other California Districts
Percentile ranking in English and math, 2016-17

Source: California Department of Education, California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, 2016-17
*See the “Dream Deferred” report methodology for a detailed description of the analytical approach at http://reports.innovateschools.org.

100%

50%

English Math

Low-income African American Low-income Latino

79%
of districts
outperform
SFUSD
for these
students

74%
of districts
outperform
SFUSD
for these
students

100%

50%

0% 0%

SFUSD 
SFUSD 

SFUSD 
SFUSD 

Pr
ec

en
til

e 
Ra

nk

Pr
ec

en
til

e 
Ra

nk

The graphs below highlight the district’s percentile rank in English and math for low-income African American 
and Latino students relative to other unified districts throughout California. SFUSD performs worse than the vast 
majority of districts across the state for these students.


